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57 ABSTRACT

A tripod includes a platform, a connecting element, a leg
element, and an operation element. The platform includes a
bottom surface, and a first bevel gear extending downward
from the bottom surface. The connecting element includes an
upper end, a lower end opposite to the upper end, and a side
surface connected between the upper end and the lower end.
The connecting element is connected to a center of the plat-
form, and defines a spherical cavity on the side surface. The
leg element is connected to the lower end of the connecting
element. The operation element includes a spherical body, a
second bevel gear, and an adjustable leg. The spherical body
and the adjustable leg respectively connected to two opposite
ends of the second bevel gear. The spherical body is rotatably
received in the spherical cavity, and the second bevel gear
engages with the first bevel gear.

............. GO3B 17/56

8 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
TRIPOD WITH ADJUSTABLE LEG

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present disclosure relates to tripods and, particularly,
to a tripod having an adjustable leg.

2. Description of Related Art

Tripods are used to support cameras for steady imaging.
However, stability of imaging is still adversely affected when
using the tripod in complex terrain environment conditions.

Therefore, it is desirable to provide a tripod, which can
overcome the limitations described.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an isometric view of a tripod in accordance with
an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of the tripod of FIG. 1,
rotated by an adjustable leg.

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of the tripod of FIG. 1,
supported by the adjustable leg.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments of the disclosure will be described with ref-
erence to the drawings.

FIGS. 1-3 show a tripod 100 according to an exemplary
embodiment. The tripod 100 includes a platform 10, a con-
necting element 20, a leg element 30, an operation element
40, and a case 50. The tripod 100 is used to support and allow
rotation of a camera (not shown).

The platform 10 is substantially a circular plate, and
includes a bearing surface 11 and a bottom surface 12 oppo-
site to the bearing surface 11. The camera is supported on the
bearing surface 11. An axle seat 121 extends downward from
a center of the bottom surface 12. A first bevel gear 122
extends downward from an edge of the bottom surface 12.
The first bevel gear 122 is annular shaped, and defines a hole
123 in a center. The axle seat 121 is received in the hole 123.
The first bevel gear 122 is a straight bevel gear, and includes
anumber of gears 1221. An external diameter of the first bevel
gear 122 is gradually decreased along a direction facing away
from the bottom surface 12. In the embodiment, the first bevel
gear 122 is a straight bevel gear.

The connecting element 20 is cylindrical and includes an
upper end 21, and a lower end 22 opposite to the upperend 21,
and a side surface 23 connected between the upper end 21 and
the lower end 22. An axle 211 extends upward from the upper
end 21, and is rotatably received in the axle seat 121. The
connecting element 20 defines a spherical cavity 231 on the
side surface 23. In the embodiment, the spherical cavity 231
is spherical cap shaped.

The leg element 30 is connected to the lower end 22 of the
connecting element 20, and includes three supporting legs 31.
The three supporting legs 31 are rotatably connected to one
same end, and can be simultaneously adjusted to an incline
angle. The position of the supporting legs 31 away from a
vertical centre allows the leg element 30 better leverage for
resisting lateral forces.

The operation element 40 includes a spherical body 41, a
second bevel gear 42, and an adjustable leg 43. The spherical
body 41 and the adjustable leg 43 are respectively positioned
at two opposite ends of the second bevel gear 42. The spheri-
cal body 41 is received in the spherical cavity 231. The second
bevel gear 42 engages with the first bevel gear 122. An exter-
nal diameter of the spherical body 41 is slightly less than an
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internal diameter of the spherical cavity 231. The second
bevel gear 42 is a straight bevel gear, and includes a number
of'gears 421. The number of the gears 421 of the second bevel
gear 42 is equal to the number of the gears 1221 of the first
bevel gear 122. An external diameter of the second bevel gear
42 is gradually increased from the spherical body 41 to the
adjustable leg 43. The external diameter of the spherical body
41 is less than the least external diameter of the second bevel
gear 42.

The case 50 is hollow-shaped, and defines a guiding slot 51
on a side. The guiding slot 51 is cross-shaped. The case 50 is
positioned on the leg element 30. The first bevel gear 122, the
connecting element 20, and the operation element 40 are
received in the case 50. The adjustable leg 43 penetrates the
case 50 from the guiding slot 51. The platform 10 protrudes
from a top end of the case 50.

The length of the adjustable leg 43 is equal to the length of
the supporting legs 31 of the leg 30. In order to increase the
length of the adjustable leg 43, the adjustable leg 43 can be
designed as an extension-type.

In other embodiment, the axle seat 121 can be formed on
the connecting element 20. The axle 211 extends downward
from the bottom surface 12 of the platform 10. The platform
10 is rotatably connected to the connecting element 20.

In other embodiment, the external diameter of the first
bevel gear 122 is gradually increasing along a direction facing
away from the bottom surface 12, and the external diameter of
the second bevel gear 42 is decreasing from the spherical
body 41 to the adjustable leg 43. The shape of the first bevel
gear 122 is corresponding with the shape of the second bevel
gear 42.

Inuse, when the platform 10 needs to be rotated, the adjust-
able leg 43 is moved along a direction perpendicular to the
platform 10 in the guiding slot 51. After the second bevel gear
42 engages with the first bevel gear 41, the adjustable leg 43
is moved along a circular direction of the platform 10 in the
guiding slot 51. The operation element 40 rotates the platform
10. When the platform 10 is rotated to a preset position, the
adjustable leg 43 is moved along a direction perpendicular to
the platform 10 in the guiding slot 51. After the second bevel
gear 42 separates from the first bevel gear 41, the adjustable
leg 43 of the operation element 40 can be treated as a fourth
supporting leg of the leg element 30.

Particular embodiments are shown and described by way
of illustration only. The principles and the features of the
present disclosure may be employed in various and numerous
embodiments thereof without departing from the scope of the
disclosure as claimed. The above-described embodiments
illustrate the scope of the disclosure but do not restrict the
scope of the disclosure.

What is claimed is:

1. A tripod, comprising:

a platform comprising a bottom surface, an axle seat
extending downward from a center of the bottom sur-
face, and a first bevel gear extending downward from the
bottom surface, the first bevel gear being annular shaped
and defining a hole in a center, the axle seat being
received in the hole;

a connecting element comprising an upper end, a lower end
opposite to the upper end, a side surface connected
between the upper end and the lower end, and an axle
extending upward from the upper end and rotatably
received in the axle seat; the connecting element con-
nected to a center of the platform, and defining a spheri-
cal cavity on the side surface;

a leg element connected to the lower end of the connecting
element; and
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an operation element comprising a spherical body, a sec-
ond bevel gear, and an adjustable leg; the spherical body
and the adjustable leg respectively connected to two
opposite ends of the second bevel gear; the spherical
body rotatably received in the spherical cavity, and the 5
second bevel gear engaging with the first bevel gear.

2. The tripod of claim 1, wherein the first bevel gear and the
second bevel gear are straight bevel gears.

3. The tripod of claim 2, wherein the number of the gears of
the second bevel gear is equal to the number of the gears of the 10
first bevel gear.

4. The tripod of claim 2, wherein an external diameter of
the first bevel gear is gradually decreasing along a direction
facing away the bottom surface, and an external diameter of
the second bevel gear is gradually increasing from the spheri- 15
cal body to the adjustable leg.

5. The tripod of claim 1, comprising a case positioned on
the leg element, and all of the first bevel gear, the connecting
element, and the operation element are received in the case,
the platform protrudes from a top end of the case. 20

6. The tripod of claim 5, wherein the case defines a guiding
slot on a side thereof, and the adjustable leg protrudes from
the guiding slot.

7. The tripod of claim 6, wherein the guiding slot is cross-
shaped. 25
8. The tripod of claim 1, wherein an external diameter of
the spherical body is slightly less than an internal diameter of

the spherical cavity.



